
Avodah Farm 2013 CSA Membership Agreement
Please read this Agreement carefully, and keep a copy somewhere convenient for future reference

1. About This Agreement
A Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) program is a partnership between a farm committed to 
growing food sustainably, and a community of  folks committed to eating locally and supporting local 
farmers. When you join Avodah Farm’s CSA, you are not just purchasing food from the farm; you are 
becoming part of  the farm, entering into a direct relationship with the people who grow your food and 
the land it is grown on. Because that relationship is important to us as farmers, we strive to 
communicate clearly with our members. This agreement explains what you can expect from 
us as your farmers, and what we expect from you as a member.

2. About Our CSA
Our CSA season runs from early June to early October, for about 18 weeks. Members choose from two 
subscription plans: our Regular Subscription provides a bountiful box of  vegetables and herbs every 
week of  the season, while our new Traveler’s Choice Subscription allows busy members to choose 
which weeks they wish to receive deliveries. Regular subscriptions may be shared between households.

All subscriptions are delivered on Wednesday afternoons to the pick-up sites listed in Section 
5 of  this Agreement. Each ¾ bushel box will typically contain 10–15 different items, and may weigh 
anywhere from six or eight pounds at the beginning of  the season to fifteen or twenty pounds at the 
season’s peak. Our goal is to give you a reliable supply of  basic seasonal staples, while also bringing 
novelty and variety to your diet. To fulfill that goal, we grow around 150 varieties of  about 50 crops.

We use no synthetic pesticides, herbicides or fertilizers on Avodah Farm, choosing instead to control  
pests and build soil fertility using natural methods such as compost, cover cropping, and crop rotation. 
While we are not certified organic, our land has not been farmed conventionally (chemically) in well  
over a decade. We are happy to answer any specific questions you may have about our farming 
practices, and we invite you to visit our farm as often as you wish, to see our growing methods in action.

SHARING IN THE RISK OF CROP FAILURE 
We commit to do our best to deliver an abundance of  produce in every box. Despite our best efforts,  
certain crops may fail due to extreme weather, insects, or other factors beyond our control. By joining 
our CSA, you are agreeing to share the risk of  crop failure with us and other members.

If  only a few crops fail, we will simply fill your box with other crops grown on our farm. Since different 
crops thrive under different conditions, there is rarely a shortage of  everything. If  several crops fail at  
once, or if  one especially important crop fails, we may supplement our harvest with produce purchased 
from other local farmers we know personally, with growing practices similar to ours. This may not be an 
option for all crops, due to cost, widespread failure in our region, or other reasons.  In the unlikely event  
that most of  our crops for a given week fail, we do reserve the right to cancel deliveries for that week.

SHARING IN THE REWARD OF CROP SURPLUS 
When crops are especially abundant, our CSA members are the first to benefit. We plan to supply local  
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restaurants and a Farmers Market as well, but our CSA receives first priority. After filling the CSA boxes 
each week, any remaining produce will be sold through our other markets. Having additional outlets 
helps us avoid overwhelming our members or delivering so much food that it goes to waste.

3. Financial Policies
The price of  a Regular Subscription is $576 for the 2013 season, which is $32/week for 18 weeks. The 
price of  a Traveler’s Choice Subscription is $32/delivery for 9–16 delivery dates of  your choice, plus 
a $48 convenience fee. To reserve either type of  subscription, we require a minimum deposit of 
25%. The total must be paid in full by May 15th, 2013. Since we depend on subscriptions to cover 
our up-front costs, we do appreciate it if  you are able to pay in full before the deadline.

Your initial payment includes a $50 non-refundable deposit. We will not return this amount under any 
circumstances. If  you cancel your subscription after May 15th, the non-refundable amount increases to 
$100. If  you should wish to cancel your subscription after deliveries begin, we will not issue any 
refund except in exceptional circumstances, as by that time we will already have incurred most of  our 
costs connected to your membership. In this situation, we ask that you try to find another family to buy 
out the remaining weeks in your subscription, so the crops we plant don't go to waste.

4. Traveler’s Choice
If  you would like to be a CSA member, but you’ll be traveling out of  town for several weeks this  
summer, then our Traveler’s Choice Subscription is designed for you. You pay $48 for the convenience  
of  picking and choosing which weeks to receive deliveries, and then pay the same price per delivery you 
would pay with a regular subscription. You can choose this option even if  you won’t be traveling: for 
example, if  you’d rather skip all the salad greens in June, and start getting deliveries in July when the 
summer squash comes into season, a Traveler’s Choice Subscription lets you do that.

In order to plan ahead, we need you to indicate your desired delivery dates at the time 
you sign up. (Please keep a record of  the dates you choose.) This subscription plan is not intended to  
allow for last-minute changes: if  you need to change your delivery schedule, please inform us as early as  
possible, and no less than a month in advance.

5. Pick-Up Sites
Members may choose from the following pick-up sites:

1. Forage Modern Workshop, 4023 East Lake Street, Minneapolis, MN 55406
2. Mississippi Market Food Coop, 1500 West 7th Street, St. Paul, MN 55102
3. Beth Jacob Synagogue, 1179 Victoria Curve, Mendota Heights, MN 55118

You are responsible for picking up your subscription promptly on Wednesdays. Although we will deliver 
fresh, high-quality produce to the pick-up site you choose, it will deteriorate quickly if  not picked up in  
time. If  you cannot pick up your box, you must arrange for someone else to pick it up; you are 
responsible for explaining the pick-up location and procedures to your substitute. Boxes that are not  
picked up by Thursday morning will become the property of  the pick-up site host.
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Avodah Farm Traveler’s Choice CSA Membership Form

Name(s)                                                                                                                                                                        

Street Address                                                                                                                                                             

City, State, ZIP                                                                                                                                                           

Home Phone _______________________________ Cell Phone ______________________________

Email                                                                                                                                                                             

Number of  adult eaters in household: _____  Number of  children: _____  Ages:  __________

Pick-Up Site: Please choose your preferred site.
[  ] Forage Modern Workshop, 4023 East Lake Street, Minneapolis, MN 55406
[  ] Mississippi Market Food Coop, 1500 West 7th Street, St. Paul, MN 55102
[  ] Beth Jacob Synagogue, 1179 Victoria Curve, Mendota Heights, MN 55118
 
Delivery Dates: From the following list of  delivery days, please choose up to eight dates on which you 
do not wish to receive deliveries, and strike them out clearly. Note: These are the dates available to our 
Traveler’s Choice subscribers. Our delivery season for regular subscribers may begin earlier or end later.  

June                                                   12  th                     19  th                     26  th  

July                              3  rd                       10  th                             17  th                     24  th                             31  st  

August                       7  th                       14  th                     21  st                     28  th  

September             4  th                       11  th                     18  th                     25  th                             October 2  nd  

Amount Due:  Count the dates you did not cross out, and enter the number here: ______
 (This is the number of  deliveries you will receive. It must be at least nine.)

Multiply this number by $32, and enter the result here: $______

Now add $48. This is your total price: $______

Amount Enclosed: Please enclose a check payable to Avodah Farm.
[  ] Payment in Full of  $______     [  ] 25% Deposit of  $______ (balance of  $______ due by May 15th)
[  ] Other Amount: $______ (balance of  $______ due by May 15th)

Please mail form and payment to: N3528 County Road D, Arkansaw, WI 54721

Optional: How did you learn about Avodah Farm?

I have read and understand the Membership Agreement. I agree to pick up my box promptly on my scheduled delivery days 
or make timely arrangements for it to be picked up on my behalf. I will respect my pickup site and comply with its policies.

Signature                                                                                                                                Date ____________
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